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PERTH STADIUM — FEDERAL FUNDING 
147. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s letter to the Prime Minister requesting federal government funding for the new Perth Stadium 
that was sent more than a month ago. Has the Premier heard back and what has been the response? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont. It is true that on 11 May this year I wrote to the Prime Minister, Mr Turnbull, 
requesting a contribution from the commonwealth towards the new Perth Stadium. I am still awaiting an outcome 
in respect of that correspondence and I would certainly like to see the commonwealth provide a commitment to 
Western Australia’s stadium. I am of course aware of other comments on this issue. Last week, whilst I was in 
Tasmania, Christian Porter, member for Pearce, came out and said that the GST distribution was a matter for all 
the states, not the commonwealth government, which of course was inaccurate. I also note that whilst I was in 
Tasmania fighting for a better deal for Western Australia, Mr Porter said this in relation to the stadium: “The 
commonwealth government generally doesn’t fund stadiums.”  
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Porter said that: “The commonwealth government generally doesn’t fund stadiums.” 
I had that researched, because we would think that, as a federal minister, he would be accurate, but it turns out that 
the commonwealth government handed over $100 million to Townsville, $90 million to the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, $35 million to the Sydney Cricket Ground, $55 million to Adelaide Oval, $24 million to Geelong and 
$15 million to Bellerive Oval in Tasmania. Yet what we find from Mr Porter is no commitment to 
Western Australia for our stadium. Obviously, there was a major oversight by the former state government in not 
approaching the commonwealth government for assistance. I am now calling on Mr Turnbull to overrule Mr Porter 
and act in Western Australia’s interests. Mr Porter is clearly not prepared to stand up for his state. He is not 
prepared to stand up for us on the GST and he is not prepared to stand up for us on the new Perth Stadium. I would 
ask Mr Turnbull to act — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second and third time. The third time is 
because I was on my feet and you just kept going. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I now have a relationship with Mr Turnbull—I suspect it is somewhat better than the Leader 
of the Opposition’s relationship with Mr Turnbull in light of the sorts of things he has said about him—and I would 
ask Mr Turnbull to overrule Mr Porter and ensure that Western Australia gets at least as good a treatment as 
New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. We deserve a substantial contribution to 
this stadium in exactly the same way as every other state in the commonwealth has. 
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